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This Fall Tomoe Katagiri visited here at Ryumonji.  She is widow of Rev. Dainin Katagiri 
who was founder of the Minnesota Zen Meditation Center.  Katagiri Roshi was the root 
teacher from whom many Zen Centers have been established throughout the Midwest and 
beyond, including Ryumonji.   

Tomoe Katagiri has worked with most of these Centers as a sewing master for transmitting 
the ancient ways of sewing the Buddhist robe.  Tomoe-san was here at Ryumonji to help in 
sewing a robe for one of our priests.  It includes hand-sewing panels of cloth together 
stitch by stitch to create the Buddhist robe called the okesa.  Tomoe-san has helped many 
of the priests in Katagiri Roshi’s lineage, and also she has helped countless Zen practitio-
ners in the sewing of the rakusu, a Buddhist robe for lay practitioners.  These are Buddhist 
robes that have been transmitted for centuries since the Buddha’s time. 

Tomoe-san told me that as a young Japanese girl she disliked sewing and it was hard for 
her, but her mother insisted that she learn to sew.  She told her mother, "It's OK, I will not 
marry someone who needs to wear Japanese clothes."  However, her mother still made her 
learn to sew  her own skirts and blouses.   And then as it turns out, she married a Zen 
priest.  With that, she had to learn to sew Buddhist robes and zafu meditation cushions. 

Over the years she said she has come to love sewing.  It has become an integral part of her 
life.   Tomoe-san says sewing is one of the wonderful things that has happened in her life.  
She has been sewing for over fifty years and teaching others the venerable tradition of 
transmitting the Buddhist robe.  What a treasure this has been for the spread of Zen Bud-
dhism in North America.  But look at where she started.   

It’s a deep teaching!  

You never know what’s on the opposite side of each hour.  You can’t predict where things 
will end up.  Katagiri Roshi would say, even when you’re caught and can’t move an inch, 
this is where Buddhism starts!   

       In gassho,    
   

        

         

         

       Shoken Winecoff 

The Buddhist Robe 
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Ryumonji Happenings .  .  . 

 

Sodo Dedication 

Ryumonji  dedicated its new Sodo on Sunday, July 26.  
This Sodo has been built according  to  standards that have 
been transmitted for centuries through China and Japan.  
Rev. Daigaku Rumme, Director of the North American 
Soto Zen Buddhist Association, officiated. 

Jukai Lay Ordination Ceremonies 

A lay ordination ceremony was held on Sunday, Oct. 23 at 
Ryumonji.   Participants each sewed the rakusu (a small 
Buddhist robe) in preparation for receiving the Precepts.  
They included Jane Shosen Kashnig, Tyler Daikan Crew, 
Christopher Hokai Warnock, and James Jakuen Moxley.  
Page Dainei Applebaum renewed her vows.  Rev. Shoken 
Winecoff, Abbot of Ryumonji, officiated. 

The Des Moines Zen Center held its first Jukai ceremony .  
under Rev. Eido Espe who is resident teacher.  The cere-
mony was held for Tom Eishin Houghton on October 30.  

And in St. Louis, MO, on Nov. 27, Bryan Kodo Herten-
stein and Carol Junryu Corey received lay ordination from 
Rev. Winecoff.  They are members of the St. Louis Shinzo 
Sangha who practice  with Rev. Kalen McAllister. 

Shuso Ceremony 

In conjunction with the Sodo dedication, a 
Shuso Ceremony for Rev. Myoshi Thomson 
was also held on June 26.  Rev. Shohaku Oku-
mura attended as representative of the Soto 
Zen International Community.  He offered a 
dharma talk during the Shuso Tea on June 25. 

Annual Women’s Retreat 

Rev. Ryoten Lehmann  led a Women’s Re-
treat on the weekend of November 4-6 at 
Ryumonji.  Seventeen women gathered to 
share experiences and time with each other.  It 
was a great event. 
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  Ryumonji Zen Monastery 

2011 Schedule 
 

Dec 1-8   Rohatsu Sesshin 

Dec 31 9:00-5:00  Year End Sesshin 

   7:30 p.m.  New Year’s Eve Celebration 
2012 Schedule 

 

Jan. 1   1:00-5:00p.m. New Year’s Day Open House 

Jan. 20-22   Sesshin 

Jan. 20-Feb. 19  Winter Ango 

Feb. 17-19   Sesshin 

Mar. 3    Winter Gala 

Mar. 16-18   Sesshin 

April 8   Buddha Birthday Celebration 

April 20-22   Sesshin 

May 5    Spring Work Day 

May 18-20   Sesshin 

June 15-17   Sesshin 

June 15-Aug. 19  Summer Ango 

July 20-22   Sesshin 

Aug. 18   Summer Work Day 

Sept. 21-23   Sesshin 

Oct. 7   1:00-5:00p.m. Taste of Ryumonji 

Oct. 19-21   Sesshin 

Nov. 2-4   Women’s Retreat 

Nov. 16-18   Sesshin 

Dec. 1-8   Rohatsu Sesshin 

Dec. 31    Year end Sesshin & 

     New Year’s Eve Celebration 

To register for sesshin,  

please e-mail  

office@ryumonji.org 

or call 

 563-546-1309 

If you would like to receive future issues of the 
newsletter electronically, please e-mail:  

office@ryumonji.org 

Public Sittings 
 

Thursday Evenings 

7:30 p.m.  
 

Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m.  
 

For orientation 

arrive 15 minutes early 



FUTURE  SHURYO CONSTRUCTION 
Work will begin on the new Shuryo in the summer of 2012.  It is the fourth building of the traditional monastery complex. 
The Shuryo is a complementary building attached to the Sodo providing study quarters and bath facilities for those residing 
in the Sodo. Ryumonji’s Sodo is now in use for ango residential  training, sesshins, and public sittings.   

Your financial support will help this undertaking.  Please consider a Pre-authorized Monthly Donation to Ryumonji Zen 
Monastery.    It is a convenient method of direct bank transfer from your account to Ryumonji’s account.  We appreciate 
your support.  Donors and receivers both benefit.   Please complete and return the form below to authorize your monthly 
donation.   

RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  RY U M O N J I  Z E N  
M O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RYM O N A S T E RY             

2452 Ryumon Rd.2452 Ryumon Rd.2452 Ryumon Rd.2452 Ryumon Rd.    

Dorchester, IA  52140  USADorchester, IA  52140  USADorchester, IA  52140  USADorchester, IA  52140  USA    

563563563563----546546546546----1309130913091309    

officeofficeofficeoffice@ryumonji.org@ryumonji.org@ryumonji.org@ryumonji.org    

Nonprofit Org 

US Postage Paid 

Decorah, IA 

Permit No. 2452 

Zip Code 52101 

Address Service Requested 

Authorization  for Pre-authorized Monthly Donations 
I authorize Ryumonji Zen Monastery to initiate  debit  entries  in the  amount  of  $            on  the 10th day of each 
month,  beginning   ______/______  (month/year),   to   my ____ Checking/ ____ Savings account indicated below, and to 

initiate credit entries or adjustments to correct any debit entries that may be made in error. This authorization will 
remain in effect until cancelation is received in writing.  

Please attach a voided check.  

____________________________________________ 

Name (please print)  

____________________________________________ 

Checking/Savings Account Number 

__________________________________________________ 

Bank Name 

__________________________________________________ 

Transit/ABA number (lower left hand corner of your check) 

____________________________________________        _________________________ 

Signature                                                                        Date 


