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It is said:  Life and death are the great matter.  Impermanence is swift.  However, we don’t believe it until it happens. 

On April 4, 2012 Rev. Shoshin Bob Kelly passed away from this life.  He was 87 years old.  His body just gave out.     
I had just talked with him a week before his death.  He was one of the founding members of Ryumonji. When I re-
ceived the phone call saying that he had passed away, I knew it was coming but still could hardly wrap my mind 
around it.  Impermanence is swift, like a bolt of lightning striking in the empty sky. 

I can remember back when Ryumonji first began before we had any housing.  Shoshin-san slept in a tiny Scamp trailer.  
He called it “sleeping in a tin can”.  Those were the early days.  When we started construction of the buildings he 
helped lay flooring in the Buddha Hall and lost part of his little finger when he was cutting oak boards with a chop 
saw.  He also carved the Buddha statue and wove the main curtain for the Buddha Hall, and he carved the Manjusri 
statue for the new Sodo. 

A life goes so fast.  The Dalai Lama says, “We know death is part of life, but we’re never ready.”  Impermanence be-
comes real when we lose someone close to us.  It’s hard to let go. 

We have our ideas about life, about what we want and don’t want.  We have our ideas about how quickly things 
should go, how long things should last, how big things should be, and how much we can handle.  But the Universe has 
its own flow beyond our ideas.  Life has its own rhythm.  It flows from beginningless past to endless future.  We are  a 
temporal manifestation of this flow. 

It is said, “There is no life and death when Buddha is within life and death.”  (Zen monk, Shan-hui, 805-881)  And it is 
also said, “When there is no Buddha within life and death, there is no illusion about life and death.”  (Zen monk, Shen-
ying, 771-853) 

Life is not “my” life.  Our lives are the embodiment of beginningless past and endless future.  In a sense you can say 
“no-life, no-death”.  Zen master Dogen (13th C) says, “Accept life and death as nirvana, do not hate either one, and do 
not seek nirvana.  Only then can you truly be detached from life and death.”  (Shobogenzo, “Life and Death”) 

So what’s left?  Katagiri Roshi says, “The momentum of life-and-death is beyond our ideas.  So when the time comes 
for you to face death, all you have to do is return to the very first moment.”  This first moment is beyond any idea of 
how long you should live, what kind of death you should have, or what will happen next.  It’s just the moment that is! 

That’s why Zen master Dogen says, “When we say life there is nothing else beside life; when there is death there is 
nothing but death.  This is why when life comes accept it as it is; when death comes accept it as it is.  Do not hate or 
desire either one.”   

Rev. Shoshin Bob Kelly’s death was itself his last teaching.  Impermanence is swift.  Still, it’s hard to see pedals fall. 

          —Shoken Winecoff, Abbot 

Impermanence is Swift 
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Ryumonji Happenings .  .  . 

 

Priest Ordinations 

Jakudo John Peterson was ordained at Ryumonji on Sun-
day, September 18, 2011, by Rev. Shoken Winecoff.  Ja-
kudo-san is currently serving as Ryumonji’s tenzo  (head 
cook). 

On May 20, 2012, Dainei Page Appelbaum also received 
priest ordination from Rev. Winecoff.  Dainei-san practices 
at the Iowa City Zen Center in Iowa City, IA.  

Jukai Lay Ordination 

Ryumonji will offer Jukai Lay Ordination on 
October 21, 2012.  If you would like to receive 
the precepts and sew a rakusu, please contact 
Rev. Winecoff.  

Rev. Shoshin Bob Kelly 

Died April 4, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Kelly was founder and head priest of So-
kuji Zen Group in Bemidji, MN.   

He was 87 years old and long time member of 
Ryumonji and Minnesota Zen Center.  Rev. 
Kelly was ordained by Rev.Shoken  Winecoff 
on September 22, 2001 and received Dharma 
transmission from him on September 17, 2006.  

Ryumonji will hold a memorial service for Rev. 
Kelly on Sunday, June 24, 2012.  

2012 Ryumonji Practice Periods 

Rev. Eido Phoebe Reinhart served as Shuso of Ryumonji’s 
2012 Winter Ango.  Rev. Reinhart is a student of Rev. 
Shohaku Okumura who attended the Shuso Ceremony as 
representative of  North American Soto Zen.  Rev. Oku-
mura spoke at the Shuso Tea the evening prior to the cere-
mony. 

Shohaku-san will also attend the Shuso Tea and Shuso Cere-
mony on June 23-24 for Ryumonji’s 2012 Summer Ango.  
Rev. Jinen Conway will be Shuso for this Ango. 

Dharma Transmission 

Rev. Kalen McAllister has received Dharma 
Transmission from Rev. Shoken Winecoff.  She 
traveled with Rev. Winecoff to Eiheiji and So-
jiji monasteries in Japan for a dharma transmis-
sion ceremony called zuise.  Rev. McAllister is 
head priest of the Shinzo Sangha in St. Louis 
and prison chaplain at Farmington, MO. 

On April 8, 2012, Ryumnji celebrated the birth of the 
Buddha.  Since April 8 was also Easter Sunday, we also 
enjoyed a great Easter egg hunt!   

Buddha Birthday Celebration 
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  Ryumonji Zen Monastery 

 

2012 Schedule 
 

June 15-17   Sesshin 

June 15-Aug. 19  Summer Ango 

June 24    Shuso Ceremony 

July 20-22   Sesshin 

Aug. 18    Summer Work Day 

Sept. 21-23   Sesshin 

Oct. 7   1:00-5:00p.m. Taste of Ryumonji 

Oct. 19-21   Sesshin 

Nov. 2-4    Women’s Retreat 

Nov. 16-18   Sesshin 

Dec. 1-8    Rohatsu Sesshin 

Dec. 31     Year-end Sesshin 

     New Year’s Eve 

     Celebration 

If you would like to receive future issues of the newsletter electronically, please e-mail:  
office@ryumonji.org 

Public Sittings 
 

Thursday Evenings 

7:30 p.m.  
 

Sunday Mornings 

9:00 a.m.  

 

For orientation to zazen 

arrive 15 minutes early 

Introduction to Zen 

 

Third Thursdays 

Sept. 20 

Oct. 18 

Nov. 15 

 

   7:30 Zazen Meditation 

   8:00 Intro Teachings 

   8:30 Discussion/Tea To register for sesshin, please e-mail:   office@ryumonji.org 

or call:   563-546-1309 
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Shoken Winecoff and Lee Ekai Zook build a rock wall 
around the new  Shuryo, using local flat rock. 

The concrete foundation for the Shuryo is com-
plete with geothermal heating tubing in place.  
The Shuryo will contain  study quarters and bath 
facilities for men and women.  

SHURYO CONSTRUCTION 
 

Construction has begun on Ryumonji’s fourth and final building.  It is called the Shuryo.  This building will 
provide facilities for long-term residential practice. Completion of construction  is targeted for the winter of 
2012.   The formal dedication will be held in June 2013.  We hope you will join us then.  


